
    News  |  Business  |  Sports  |  Entertainment  | Living/FYI  |  Classifieds  |  Jobs  |  Cars  |  Homes

Please register or log in.
Member Benefits

 ACCOUNT CENTER
 • Update Account
 • Change Password
 • Forgot Password
 LEARN MORE
 • Member Benefits
 • Frequently Asked
   Questions
 • Privacy Policy
 • Customer Support

Sign In or Sign Up. It's Free!
When you register on KansasCity.com you will have privileged access to our articles and services, free
of charge. By learning a little about you, we are able to provide the kinds of information, offers and
services that are of the most interest to you.

   As a KansasCity.com member, you will enjoy FREE access to:

• News and commentary from The Kansas City Star
• Breaking local news, sports coverage and the latest weather information
• Local commuter traffic, stock quotes, movie times, discussion boards and more

• More exciting benefits and prizes throughout the year.

Sign Up:  New Users Sign In:  Registered Users

Registering is an easy process.
Sign up today.

» Why register?

Log in here if you have already set up your account.

Email Address  

Password  

 

  Save my email address and password. 
       What’s this?
       You must accept cookies or we cannot
       save your information.

 
 

» Forgot your password?

Questions? Please check out our Frequently Asked Questions.
Your privacy is important to us. Read our Privacy Policy.

News | Business | Sports | Entertainment | Living/FYI | Classifieds | Jobs | Cars | Homes
About KansasCity.com | About the Real Cities Network | Terms of Use & Privacy Statement | About
Knight Ridder | Copyright

KansasCity.com - Registration

https://registration.realcities.com/reg/login.do?url=ht...787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp [6/1/2004 3:46:29 PM]

http://www.kansascity.com/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/business/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/sports/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/entertainment/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/living/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/employment/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/automotive/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/real_estate/
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/createAccount.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/login.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/memberBenefits.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/updateAccount.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/changePassword.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/forgotPassword.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/memberBenefits.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/faq.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/faq.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/contact_us/terms_of_use/
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/customerSupport.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/local/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/sports/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/weather/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/transportation/
http://custom.marketwatch.com/custom/realcities-com/html-intChart.asp?webprop=kansascity
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/entertainment/movies/
http://forums.realcities.com/dir-app/nav/forumdirectory.aspx?webtag=kr-kansascityz&byName=y
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/memberBenefits.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/faq.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp#cookies
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/forgotPassword.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
https://registration.realcities.com/reg/faq.do?action=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansascity.com%2Fmld%2Fkansascity%2Fliving%2F8787418.htm%3Ftemplate%3DcontentModules%2Fprintstory.jsp
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/contact_us/terms_of_use/
http://www.realcities.com/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/business/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/sports/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/entertainment/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/living/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/employment/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/automotive/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/classifieds/real_estate/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/contact_us/about
http://www.realcities.com/mld/realcities/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/contact_us/terms_of_use
http://www.knightridder.com/
http://www.knightridder.com/
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/contact_us/copyright


Posted on Tue, Jun. 01, 2004

Treated wood OK for raised beds

Q. Is it safe to use pressure-treated wood to enclose a vegetable garden? Would the vegetables be
tainted by the preservatives?

A. Borders for raised garden beds are a common use for pressure-treated wood. The American Wood
Preservers Institute, a trade group, says that independent tests conducted with wood treated with CCA
(chromated copper arsenate) showed that the wood is “not harmful in garden use.”

The research cited was conducted by county extension agents in Texas, working with the Texas A&M
laboratory and Southwest Research Institute. According to the research report, preservative levels in
soil samples in contact with treated wood were no higher “than what occurs naturally in any soil.”

CCA was phased out last year as a preservative in wood for residential uses and replaced by
preservatives that contain no arsenic. Manufacturers recommend the same precautions for the new
preservatives, most of which are copper compounds, as were recommended for CCA-treated wood.

I don't know of any formal tests of garden uses for wood treated with the new preservatives, but the
Southern Pine Council, a promotional wing of the Southern Forest Products Association, says these
woods are the “perfect product” for garden uses such as raised bed borders, tomato stakes, trellises and
planters.

“Any assertion that gardeners should not grow edibles in planters or raised beds made with treated
wood using these preservatives is without basis,” the council says.

However, the Wood Preservers Institute says, treated wood should not be used “where it is likely to
become a component of food or animal feed, or where the wood is likely to mix directly with food,”
such as containers for food or drinking-water, kitchen countertops and food cutting boards. In short,
don't let food or drinking water come into actual contact with treated wood.

Gene Austin

Knight Ridder Newspapers

© 2004 Kansas City Star and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved.
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